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Such a teacher . . . will give to the children the interest which will kindle their intelligence and will teach unconsciously lessons which will make life better worth living.
Only a few teachers could, however, go to Oxford, and therefore in Whitcchapcl opportunities of obtaining wider knowledge were offered, not only through the classes open to all comers, but by a Teachers' Association. Thus to a very large number of serious-minded men and women, Toynbee Hall became their intellectual home, and Mr. R. W. Kittle their revered godfather. Of his influence even ho was not aware, but his humility, gentle courtesy, and penetrating common-sense unconsciously rebuked conceit, restrained obtrusivcness, and banished pretensions, while his dedicating religion silently convicted the easy-going.
"l Imagine a Toynbeo gentleman wearing patched, boots," the Canon overheard a young teacher say.
u Why not ? It's Mr. Kittle," was the reply of one who had learnt to understand something of the character great enough to ignore convent/ions.
It is impossible to report the meetings, conferences, lectures, rambles, excursions that grew up under Mr. Kittle's fostering (tare. They ranged from a course on. " Board School SoroTlu-oats"'and "Thrift in Schools," to " '.reaching of History to Children" and " The Kthics of the Playground." Men and women at the top of the profession, such as Mrs. Bryant, Canon Glazcbrook, Archdeacon Wilson, Miss Beale, Dr. Percival, Dr. Abbott, Dr. Alex. Hill, and Dr. W. W. Jackson came to speak to the elementary teachers and to build bridges over the gulf between different classes in the same profession. The spirit in which they were* welcomed is best indicated by quotations from Toynbeo publications.
1889.—In dealing with teachers, wo possess peculiar advantages. Our own education ha« fitted us to norae extent to fool with and assist them ; and the Univornity Kxtension Society, as it has here developed, with first-rate lectures and a keen organic life—democratic, modest, and intelligent-— of Tern exactly the aid which our teachers, living for the most part in great intellectual isolation, and working under a system of all-engrossing " standards," are most in need of.
1802.—-About 100 teachers from the nine Limehouse and St. George's Schools met in the drawing-room on April 12th for a chat with each other... At ten o'clock the Warden conducted the party round the Exhibition, and expounded the pictures in. his best form, NwcUesa to say he thoroughly